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Only God can turn a mess into a message, a test into a testimony, a trial into a triumph and a 
victim into a victory.  Each of us has had our share of testing in this season.  I look forward to 
hearing many testimonies. 


I love to pray the word of God as we know it releases the power of God over our situations.  2 
Timothy 1:7 - “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 
sound mind”. This verse has always been a particular favourite, especially through the years I 
struggled with chains of fear in my life.   Recently I have been encouraged by the ‘sound mind’ we 
have in Christ, as I can see how the enemy has been trapping my thinking with confusion, worry 
and fear, but the Word says we have a sound mind, the mind of Christ and all we need for life and 
Godliness.   It brings freedom, peace and joy when the word of God is applied to our thinking.  I 
hope you are enjoying that peace today as you read this.  


I’m happy to report that our case numbers here in Zambia have significantly reduced after the 
second wave of the pandemic hit in January.  We are now averaging around 200 cases a day, but 
sadly another 70 deaths in March.  Zambia has truly been spared the devastation of the virus in 
terms of deaths.  However the effects of the lockdown will never be fully known, as many children 
have suffered in their education and many businesses and families have struggled to survive.  
Issues of abuse, mental health and other illnesses are widespread but not easily quantified.  
Tanzania has been in our news with the sad death of their President.  Whether he died of covid we 
will never know, and how much his country has been ravaged by covid, we also don’t know, but 
the country has chosen to stay open, business as usual!   I just wonder if Zambia had also done 
this, would the crisis have been much worse, the fact that we have not had the case numbers like 
Europe, is certainly not because of social distancing, face masks or kids not going to school!  
Maybe something we will talk about for years to come!


Sadly Zambia is being devastated in other ways.  Our leaders have unwisely taken on more debt 
than they can handle. Even before the pandemic, Zambia was due to pay $1.7bn debt repayment 
this year – equating to more than 8% of the country’s GDP for 2020.   The lockdown has led to 
defaulting on the loans, and the kwacha is devaluing fast.   Sadly it is the poor that continue to 
suffer the most.  Cycles of poverty are so hard for people to break out of.  The word of God and 
applying God’s principles is the only hope that people have, and I know many who have seen God 
raising them out of poverty when they have followed His leading. 




This leads me to share about an issue with one of our young people.   Mercy Kabunda has been 
supported by Mwana Action since 2015.  Mercy is an orphan, she lives with her Gran and 
Grandad and sister, four cousins and Nathan her 4 year old son.  She is 19 years old and in July 
she will sit her Grade 12 exams.  Her mum died when she was 7 years old, her Dad is still alive 
but sadly he has nothing to do with Mercy and will even walk past her on the street.  


Like many Zambian youths, the education system lets them down.  Mercy learnt to read at 13 
years, and the damage to her self confidence sadly affects most of Mercy’s schooling even today.  
Mercy told us a few months ago that her Gran Jane had got into some debt.   We have just found 
out that the situation is very serious and they are about to be evicted from their house.    Jane’s 
close friend asked Jane to help her get a loan, for a business deal, Jane gave the title deed for her 
house, as a guarantor for the loan.   Apparently the friend, who also owned a house, said her title 
deed has a problem, so could she use Jane’s.  To help out her friend, Jane agreed.  The friend 
took a loan of K85,000.  She then started repaying the loan over two months, a total of K10,000.  
Then the friend turned her phone off and subsequently left the country!  Jane went to her friend’s 
house to find it had also been repossessed by the bank.   As Jane and her husband have very 
little income she was not able to keep up any payments on the loan.  The lender is now 
demanding K125,000 and has said the only way for him to get his money is to sell the house, 
leaving the remainder for Jane and the family.  K125,000 is £4,166.   I guess the house must be 
worth K250,000, maybe more if it wasn’t a quick sale.  Unfortunately there is no one in the family 
that has money to help, although a small rural plot can be sold to help pay off some of the debt – 
but this will not come near to rescuing the situation.    


The Lord has laid it on my heart to help Mercy and the family.  We hope to speak to the lender to 
try to negotiate for some time and a reduction in the debt.  Please pray for us to find favour and if 
the Lord lays it on your heart to help in any way, please would you kindly get in touch. 




Coming back to Mwana news.  God’s Talk Time continues to show twice a week on ZNBC.  Pray 
for the viewers to be touched by the word of God. 


Unfortunately we are still unable to run Mwana Mission but the Lord is opening doors into 
schools.  I have appointments to minister in 6 schools in the coming weeks, and hopefully this will 
be a continuous program while we await for covid restriction to be reviewed.  This is a relief as I 
have been feeling somewhat dry in the inability to do physical ministry with children.  


The Learning Studio now has four pupils, two are from other families within our church.  I am quite 
involved with the practicalities of the afternoon activities; right now the kids are doing ballet, 
swimming, baking and horse riding.  Lala is a lovely girl from our church who has joined us to 
assist with general administration, baking, art classes and the development of the Forest School 
afternoon class.   My aim is to be hands off so I am free to give Mwana Ministries my 100%.  


On another personal note, Daniel, Kimberly and I are enjoying our new hobby of gardening.  We 
find it is an excellent way to be outdoors together after school (not watching cartoons or Tommy 
Time!) and we enjoy planting vegetables and all that involves.  Often I get left to do the work while 
Daniel and Kimberly go off playing with bikes or something, but they do love having me close by.  
Evans has built a chicken run which is also a great excitement for the children.  We currently have 
9 chickens, some for laying eggs and some for hatching chicks. 


A massive thank you to all our supporters who have continued to 
support us during this season.  “The  Lord  bless you and  keep you; 
The  Lord  make His face shine upon you, And  be gracious to you; 
The  Lord  lift up His countenance upon you, And  give you peace.”  
Numbers 6:24-26


Love

Janey, Evans, Daniel and Kimberly


